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The Science of Biology 

 

1.1 Biology and Its Branches 

Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Explain the importance of Microbiology in understanding health and the 

environment. 
Ans:  Microbiology, the study of microorganisms such as bacteria and 

microscopic fungi, plays a critical role in understanding both health and 

environmental issues. Microorganisms are ubiquitous, meaning they are found 

everywhere, from the soil to the human gut. Understanding their structure, 

function, and life processes helps scientists address a variety of challenges. For 

instance, in health, microbiologists study pathogenic microorganisms that cause 

diseases, leading to the development of antibiotics, vaccines, and other treatments. 

They also study beneficial microorganisms that are essential for processes like 

digestion and nutrient absorption. In environmental science, microbiologists 

explore the role of microorganisms in biodegradation, nutrient cycling, and 

ecosystem functioning. For example, certain bacteria are involved in nitrogen 

fixation, converting atmospheric nitrogen into forms that plants can use, which is 

essential for plant growth and agricultural productivity. Additionally, 

microorganisms are used in bioremediation to clean up oil spills and toxic waste, 

showcasing their potential in environmental conservation. Therefore, 

microbiology bridges our understanding of health and the environment, 

highlighting the significance of these tiny organisms in maintaining life on Earth. 

Q.2: Discuss the contributions of Molecular Biology to modern science and 

technology. 
Ans:  Molecular Biology, the study of biological molecules and their 

interactions, has revolutionized modern science and technology. It focuses on 

molecules such as DNA, RNA, proteins, and lipids, and their roles in life 

processes. One of the most significant contributions of Molecular Biology is the 

understanding of the genetic code and the ability to manipulate genes. This has 

led to the development of genetic engineering, where scientists can modify the 

genetic material of organisms to achieve desired traits. For example, genetically 

modified organisms (GMOs) are created to enhance crop yields, improve 

nutritional content, and confer resistance to pests and diseases. In medicine, 

Molecular Biology has paved the way for personalized medicine, where 

treatments are tailored to an individual's genetic makeup. It has also been 
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instrumental in developing diagnostic tools, such as polymerase chain reaction 

(PCR), which is used to detect genetic mutations and infectious diseases. 

Moreover, molecular biologists study the mechanisms of diseases at the molecular 

level, leading to the discovery of new drug targets and the development of novel 

therapies. The Human Genome Project, which mapped the entire human genome, 

is a testament to the power of Molecular Biology, providing insights into human 

genetics and evolution. Overall, Molecular Biology has significantly advanced 

our understanding of life and has numerous applications in agriculture, medicine, 

and biotechnology. 

Q.3: Describe the role of Ecology in environmental conservation and biodiversity. 
Ans:  Ecology, the study of relationships between organisms and their 

environment, plays a crucial role in environmental conservation and biodiversity. 

Ecologists study the interactions between living organisms, including plants, 

animals, and microorganisms, and their physical surroundings. This knowledge is 

essential for understanding ecosystems and the processes that sustain life. One of 

the key contributions of Ecology is the concept of the food chain, which illustrates 

the flow of energy and nutrients through an ecosystem. By understanding these 

relationships, ecologists can identify critical species and processes that maintain 

ecosystem balance. Conservation ecology focuses on preserving biodiversity, 

which is the variety of life forms on Earth. Biodiversity is vital for ecosystem 

resilience, providing resources such as food, medicine, and ecosystem services 

like pollination and water purification. Ecologists also study the impacts of human 

activities on the environment, such as deforestation, pollution, and climate 

change. This research informs conservation strategies, such as protected areas, 

habitat restoration, and sustainable resource management. For example, 

conservation efforts in coral reefs, which support diverse marine life, help protect 

these ecosystems from threats like overfishing and climate change. By promoting 

sustainable practices and raising awareness, Ecology contributes to preserving our 

planet's natural heritage and ensuring a healthy environment for future 

generations. 

Q.4: Explain the significance of Genetics in understanding hereditary diseases and 

improving agriculture. 
Ans:  Genetics, the study of heredity and the variation of inherited 

characteristics, is fundamental in understanding hereditary diseases and 

improving agriculture. In human health, Genetics reveals how traits and disorders 

are passed from parents to offspring. Geneticists study the structure and function 

of genes, identifying mutations that cause hereditary diseases such as cystic 

fibrosis, sickle cell anemia, and Huntington's disease. By understanding the 

genetic basis of these disorders, scientists develop diagnostic tools, genetic 

counseling, and targeted therapies. For instance, gene therapy aims to correct 

defective genes responsible for disease development. In agriculture, Genetics 
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plays a crucial role in breeding programs to improve crop and livestock varieties. 

By studying plant and animal genomes, geneticists identify traits such as disease 

resistance, drought tolerance, and increased productivity. Through selective 

breeding and genetic modification, they develop new varieties that meet the 

demands of a growing population and changing environmental conditions. For 

example, genetically modified crops like Bt cotton and golden rice have been 

engineered to resist pests and improve nutritional content, respectively. 

Additionally, Genetics contributes to biodiversity conservation by understanding 

the genetic diversity within species, which is essential for their adaptability and 

survival. Overall, Genetics enhances our understanding of life processes, enabling 

advancements in medicine, agriculture, and conservation. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 

Q.1: What is Biology? 
Ans: Biology is the science of life that explores the structures, functions, and 

interactions of living organisms. 

Q.2: From which Greek words is the term "Biology" derived, and what do they 

mean? 
Ans: "Biology" is derived from the Greek words "bios" (life) and "logos" (study). 

Q.3: What are the three major fields of Biology? 
Ans: The three major fields of Biology are Zoology, Botany, and Microbiology. 

Q.4: What does Zoology study? 
Ans: Zoology studies animals, including their structure, function, behavior, and 

diversity. 

Q.5: What does Botany study? 
Ans: Botany studies plants, including their structure, growth, reproduction, and 

interactions with their environment. 

Q.6: What is Microbiology? 
Ans: Microbiology is the study of microorganisms, such as bacteria and microscopic 

fungi, including their structures, functions, habitats, and impacts on health and 

environment. 

Q.7: What is Morphology? 
Ans: Morphology is the study of the form and structure of organisms, including both 

outward appearance and internal structures. 

Q.8: What is the focus of Anatomy? 
Ans: Anatomy focuses on the internal physical structure of organisms, particularly 

humans, and aids in disease diagnosis and medical device development. 

Q.9: What does Physiology deal with? 
Ans: Physiology deals with the functioning of body parts, such as the blood circulatory 

system. 
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Q.10: What is Histology? 
Ans: Histology is the microscopic study of tissues, which helps in disease diagnosis 

and understanding organ structure and function. 

Q.11: What is Cytology? 
Ans: Cytology is the study of cells, including their structures and mechanisms of cell 

division. 

Q.12: How many cells does the human body contain? 
Ans: The human body contains over 30 trillion cells. 

Q.13: What does Molecular Biology study? 
Ans: Molecular Biology studies biological molecules like carbohydrates, proteins, 

lipids, and nucleic acids, and fundamental life processes. 

Q.14: What is Genetics concerned with? 
Ans: Genetics studies the transfer of characteristics from parents to offspring and 

genetic disorders. 

Q.15: What is Palaeontology? 
Ans: Palaeontology is the study of fossils to understand the evolutionary history of 

organisms. 

MCQ’s 

1. What is the meaning of the word "Biology"? 

A) Study of life   B) Study of plants 

C) Study of animals   D) Study of microorganisms 

2. Which branch of biology deals with the study of animals? 

A) Zoology  B) Botany C) Microbiology D) Ecology 

3. What is the main focus of microbiology? 

A) Study of plants   B) Study of animals 

C) Study of microorganisms  D) Study of ecosystems 

4. Which branch of biology explores the internal physical structure of 

organisms? 

A) Anatomy B) Morphology C) Physiology  D) Histology 

5. What is the study of tissues called? 

A) Histology B) Cytology  C) Embryology D) Genetics 

6. Which branch of biology deals with the study of cells? 

A) Cytology B) Histology  C) Embryology D) Genetics 

7. What is molecular biology concerned with? 

A) Study of biological molecules B) Study of ecosystems 

C) Study of microorganisms  D) Study of plants 

8. Which branch of biology deals with the study of the development of 

organisms? 
A) Embryology B) Genetics  C) Palaeontology D) Taxonomy 
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9. What is the study of fossils called? 

A) Palaeontology   B) Taxonomy 

C) Ecology    D) Marine Biology 

10. Which branch of biology deals with the classification of organisms? 

A) Taxonomy B) Ecology  C) Marine Biology D) Pathology 

11. What is the study of relationships between organisms and their 

environment? 
A) Ecology B) Marine Biology C) Pathology  D) Immunology 

12. Which branch of biology deals with the study of life in oceans? 

A) Marine Biology   B) Ecology 

C) Pathology    D) Immunology 

13. What is the study of diseases called? 

A) Pathology B) Immunology C) Pharmacology D) Toxicology 

14. Which branch of biology deals with the study of the immune system? 

A) Pathology B) Immunology C) Pharmacology D) Toxicology 

15. What is the study of drugs and their effects called? 

A) Pathology B) Immunology C) Pharmacology D) Toxicology 

16. What is the main focus of morphology? 

A) Study of internal structures B) Study of external structures 

C) Study of functions   D) Study of interactions 

17. Which branch of biology deals with the functioning of body parts? 

A) Physiology B) Anatomy  C) Morphology D) Histology 

18. What is the study of the transfer of characteristics called? 

A) Genetics B) Embryology C) Palaeontology D) Taxonomy 

19. Which branch of biology deals with the study of the evolutionary history of 

organisms? 
A) Palaeontology   B) Taxonomy 

C) Ecology    D) Marine Biology 

20. What is the oldest known fossil? 

A) Dinosaur B) Cyanobacterium C) Plant fossil  D) Animal fossil 

21. What is the main focus of taxonomy? 

A) Classification of organisms B) Study of relationships between organisms 

C) Study of functions   D) Study of interactions 

22. Which branch of biology deals with the study of ecosystems? 

A) Ecology B) Marine Biology C) Pathology  D) Immunology 

23. What is the study of the components of the immune system called? 

A) Immunology    B) Pathology 

C) Pharmacology   D) Toxicology 

24. Which branch of biology deals with the development of new drugs? 

A) Pathology B) Immunology C) Pharmacology D) Toxicology 
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25. What is the main focus of biology? 

A) Study of life   B) Study of plants 

C) Study of animals   D) Study of microorganisms 

Answers Key: 

1 A 2 A 3 C 4 A 5 A 

6 A 7 A 8 A 9 A 10 A 

11 A 12 A 13 A 14 A 15 A 

16 B 17 A 18 A 19 A 20 B 

21 A 22 A 23 A 24 A 25 A 

1.2 Relation of Biology with Other Sciences 

Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Explain the significance of Biochemistry in understanding life processes. 
Ans:  Biochemistry, the study of the structure and reactions of chemical 

substances in living systems, is fundamental to understanding life processes. It 

explores the chemical reactions that occur within living organisms, such as 

photosynthesis and respiration. In photosynthesis, plants convert sunlight into 

chemical energy, producing oxygen and glucose from carbon dioxide and water. 

This process is essential for the survival of plants and provides oxygen for other 

living organisms. Respiration, on the other hand, is the process by which cells 

break down glucose to produce energy, carbon dioxide, and water. By studying 

these biochemical reactions, scientists gain insights into how organisms obtain 

energy, grow, and maintain their functions. Biochemistry also investigates the 

roles of various biomolecules, including enzymes, proteins, lipids, and nucleic 

acids. Enzymes, for example, act as catalysts in biochemical reactions, speeding 

up processes that are vital for life. Understanding the molecular basis of these 

reactions helps in the development of medical treatments, agricultural 

advancements, and industrial applications. For instance, studying the biochemical 

pathways of disease-causing microorganisms can lead to the development of 

targeted drugs. Overall, Biochemistry provides a detailed understanding of the 

chemical foundations of life, contributing to advancements in health, agriculture, 

and industry. 

Q.2: Describe how Computational Biology is transforming biological research. 
Ans:  Computational Biology is revolutionizing biological research by 

integrating mathematical models, algorithms, and computer simulations to 

analyze complex biological systems. This interdisciplinary field leverages the 

power of computing to handle large datasets, such as genetic sequences, protein 

structures, and metabolic pathways. One of the key applications of Computational 

Biology is in genomics, where it is used to sequence and analyze the DNA of 
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various organisms. This has led to significant breakthroughs, such as the Human 

Genome Project, which mapped the entire human genome. Computational 

Biology also plays a crucial role in understanding protein structures and functions. 

By simulating the folding patterns of proteins, scientists can predict their shapes 

and interactions, which is essential for drug design. Additionally, Computational 

Biology aids in the study of evolutionary relationships among species by 

analyzing genetic data. In ecology, it models the dynamics of ecosystems, helping 

to predict the impacts of environmental changes on biodiversity. Moreover, 

Computational Biology supports personalized medicine by analyzing patient-

specific genetic information to tailor treatments. For example, by identifying 

genetic mutations associated with cancer, computational methods can help 

develop targeted therapies. The field also contributes to biotechnology, where it is 

used to optimize the production of biofuels and bioproducts. Overall, 

Computational Biology enhances our understanding of biological systems, 

enabling innovative solutions in medicine, agriculture, and environmental 

conservation. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 
Q.1: What is Biochemistry? 
Ans: Biochemistry is the study of the structure and reactions of different chemical  

substances present in living systems. 

Q.2: Give an example of a biochemical process. 
Ans: Examples of biochemical processes include photosynthesis and respiration. 

Q.3: What does Biophysics study? 
Ans: Biophysics studies the principles of Physics that apply to biological processes. 

Q.4: How is Biophysics useful in understanding the human body? 
Ans: Biophysics is useful in understanding the function of muscles, bones, and joints 

through the study of the rules of lever and motion. 

Q.5: What is Computational Biology? 
Ans: Computational Biology involves the use of mathematical models, algorithms, and 

computer simulations to understand biological systems and relationships. 

Q.6: What is studied in Biogeography? 
Ans: Biogeography studies the distribution of living organisms in different 

geographical regions and the influence of climate change on their distribution. 

Q.7: What role does Biostatistics play in biological research? 
Ans: Biostatistics uses the principles of statistics to analyze and interpret data related to 

living organisms, playing a crucial role in biological research, healthcare, and 

public health. 

Q.8: What is Biotechnology? 
Ans: Biotechnology involves the use of living organisms or their components to 

develop beneficial products or processes for various fields, including healthcare, 

agriculture, and environmental management. 
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Q.9: Give an example of a biotechnological application. 
Ans: An example of a biotechnological application is the use of bacteria to produce 

insulin for diabetic patients. 

Q.10: What is Bio-economics? 
Ans: Bio-economics studies organisms from an economic perspective, calculating the 

cost and profit of biological projects like the production of new varieties of crops. 

MCQ’s 

1. Which branch of science deals with the study of the structure and reactions 

of different chemical substances present in living systems? 
A) Biochemistry   B) Biophysics 

C) Computational Biology  D) Biogeography 

2. What is the study of the principles of Physics that apply to biological 

processes called? 
A) Biophysics    B) Biochemistry 

C) Computational Biology  D) Biogeography 

3. Which branch of science uses Mathematical models, algorithms, and 

computer simulations to understand biological systems and relationships? 
A) Computational Biology  B) Biophysics 

C) Biochemistry   D) Biogeography 

4. What is the study of the distribution of living organisms in different 

geographical regions of the world called? 
A) Biogeography   B) Biostatistics 

C) Biotechnology   D) Bio-economics 

5. Which branch of science deals with the principles of statistics to analyse and 

interpret data related to living organisms? 
A) Biostatistics   B) Biogeography 

C) Biotechnology   D) Bio-economics 

6. What is the use of living organisms or their components to develop beneficial 

products or processes called? 
A) Biotechnology   B) Biochemistry 

C) Biophysics    D) Computational Biology 

7. Which branch of science deals with the study of organisms from an 

economical point of view? 
A) Bio-economics B) Biostatistics C) Biogeography D) Biotechnology 

8. What is the connection between Biology and Chemistry called? 

A) Biochemistry   B) Biophysics 

C) Computational Biology  D) Biogeography 

9. Which branch of science helps us understand life processes, environmental 

interactions, and the complexities of living organisms? 
A) Biology B) Chemistry  C) Physics  D) Earth Sciences 
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10. What is the study of the chemical reactions of photosynthesis and respiration 

an example of? 
A) Biochemistry   B) Biophysics 

C) Computational Biology  D) Biogeography 

11. In which branch of science do scientists use Mathematical models, 

algorithms, and computer simulations? 
A) Computational Biology  B) Biophysics 

C) Biochemistry   D) Biogeography 

12. What is the study of the distribution of living organisms in different 

geographical regions of the world related to? 
A) Bio-economics B) Biostatistics C) Biogeography D) Biotechnology 

13. Which branch of science deals with the principles of statistics? 

A) Bio-economics B) Biostatistics C) Biogeography D) Biotechnology 

14. What is the use of living organisms or their components to develop beneficial 

products or processes related to? 
A) Biotechnology B) Biochemistry  C) Biophysics  D) Computational Biology 

15. Which branch of science deals with the study of organisms from an 

economical point of view? 
A) Bio-economics B) Biostatistics C) Biogeography D) Biotechnology 

Answers Key: 

1 A 2 A 3 A 4 A 5 A 

6 A 7 A 8 A 9 A 10 A 

11 A 12 A 13 A 14 A 15 A 

1.3 Careers in Biology 

Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Describe the career path and responsibilities of a Pharmacologist. 
Ans:  A pharmacologist studies the effects of drugs on the human body and 

develops new medications. This field requires a deep understanding of chemistry, 

biology, and medicine. Pharmacologists research how different substances 

interact with biological systems to understand their therapeutic and adverse 

effects. To pursue a career in pharmacology, students need a Bachelor's degree in 

Pharmacy (BS) or a Doctor of Pharmacy (D. Pharm) degree. The role of a 

pharmacologist involves conducting experiments and clinical trials to test the 

safety and efficacy of new drugs. They analyze the biochemical mechanisms of 

drug action, study side effects, drug interactions, and dosage forms. In addition to 

laboratory research, pharmacologists may work in clinical settings, collaborating 

with healthcare providers to optimize drug therapy for patients. They play a 

crucial role in the pharmaceutical industry, contributing to the development of 

new medications that improve public health and quality of life. The work of 



Stars Notes – 9
th

  (Biology)                     Ch#1 (The Science of Biology) 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.starspublications.com 

pharmacologists ensures that new drugs meet regulatory standards and are safe for 

human use. Overall, a career in pharmacology is both challenging and rewarding, 

offering opportunities to make significant contributions to medical science and 

patient care. 

Q.2: Explain the importance of Physiotherapy and the educational requirements 

to become a Physiotherapist. 
Ans:  Physiotherapy is essential for restoring movement and physical function 

that has been impaired by disease, injury, or disability. Physiotherapists use 

physical exercises, manual therapy techniques, and other physical modalities such 

as massage to improve a patient's physical mobility. The goal is to enhance the 

quality of life for patients by reducing pain, improving movement, and preventing 

further injury. Physiotherapy is crucial in rehabilitation, helping patients recover 

from surgeries, strokes, and injuries. It also plays a preventive role, promoting 

physical fitness and educating patients on maintaining proper body mechanics. To 

become a physiotherapist, one must complete a 4-year Bachelor of Science (BS) 

degree in Physical Therapy or Physiotherapy. This education includes coursework 

in anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, and therapeutic exercises, as well as 

clinical training to gain hands-on experience. Physiotherapists work in various 

settings, including hospitals, clinics, sports facilities, and private practices. They 

collaborate with other healthcare professionals to develop and implement 

individualized treatment plans. The profession requires strong communication 

skills, empathy, and a commitment to ongoing education to stay current with 

advancements in therapeutic techniques. Physiotherapy is a rewarding career that 

offers the opportunity to make a positive impact on patients' lives by helping them 

achieve optimal physical health. 

Q.3: Discuss the role and educational requirements for a career in Biotechnology. 
Ans:  Biotechnology is a rapidly growing field that involves using biological 

processes, organisms, or systems to develop products and technologies for various 

applications, including medicine, agriculture, and industry. Biotechnologists work 

on creating genetically modified organisms, developing new drugs and vaccines, 

and producing biofuels and biodegradable materials. The field combines 

principles of biology, chemistry, and engineering to solve complex problems and 

improve human life. To pursue a career in biotechnology, students need a 4-year 

Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Biotechnology. This program includes 

coursework in molecular biology, genetics, microbiology, biochemistry, and 

bioengineering. Students also gain practical experience through laboratory work 

and internships. Biotechnologists work in research and development, quality 

control, regulatory affairs, and production. They may be employed by 

pharmaceutical companies, agricultural firms, environmental organizations, and 

academic or government research institutions. The role of a biotechnologist 

involves conducting experiments, analyzing data, and developing innovative 
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solutions to biological challenges. The field requires strong analytical and 

problem-solving skills, attention to detail, and the ability to work collaboratively. 

Biotechnology offers numerous opportunities for career advancement and 

specialization, making it an exciting and dynamic profession with the potential to 

make significant contributions to science and society. 

Q.3: Explain the significance of Fisheries and Wildlife careers and the educational 

path required. 
Ans:  Careers in Fisheries and Wildlife are essential for the conservation and 

management of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. Professionals in this field work 

to maintain healthy fish populations, protect wildlife habitats, and ensure 

sustainable use of natural resources. They conduct research on species behavior, 

population dynamics, and environmental impacts. This information is used to 

develop management plans, policies, and conservation strategies. To pursue a 

career in Fisheries and Wildlife, students typically need a Bachelor's and Master's 

degree in Zoology, Fisheries, or Aquaculture. The educational program includes 

coursework in ecology, biology, environmental science, and resource 

management, as well as hands-on training through fieldwork and internships. 

Professionals in this field work for government agencies, non-profit 

organizations, research institutions, and private companies. They may be involved 

in activities such as habitat restoration, wildlife monitoring, fisheries 

management, and environmental education. The role requires strong analytical 

skills, a passion for nature, and the ability to work in diverse environments. 

Careers in Fisheries and Wildlife offer the opportunity to make a positive impact 

on the environment by protecting biodiversity and promoting sustainable 

practices. This field is crucial for ensuring the health and resilience of ecosystems, 

which are vital for the well-being of all living organisms. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 

Q.1: What profession deals with the diagnosis and treatment of diseases? 
Ans: Medicine and Surgery deal with the diagnosis and treatment of diseases. 

Q2: What degree is required to become a dentist? 
Ans: A 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) degree is required to become a 

dentist. 

Q.3: What do pharmacologists study? 
Ans: Pharmacologists study the effects of drugs on the human body and develop new 

medications. 

Q.4: What is the focus of physiotherapy? 
Ans: Physiotherapy focuses on restoring movement and physical function impaired by 

disease or injury. 

Q.5: What degrees are necessary for a career in physiotherapy? 
Ans: A 4-year BS degree in Physical Therapy or Physiotherapy is necessary. 
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Q.6: What do fisheries and wildlife departments offer biologists? 
Ans: They offer jobs related to the management and conservation of fisheries and 

wildlife. 

Q.7: What is the role of agricultural scientists? 
Ans: Agricultural scientists improve farming practices, crop production, and 

sustainable agriculture techniques. 

Q.8: What field involves breeding and caring for livestock? 
Ans: Animal Husbandry involves breeding and caring for livestock. 

Q.9: What is required to become a horticulturist? 
Ans: A 4-year BS degree in Horticulture is required to become a horticulturist. 

Q.10: What is the job of foresters? 
Ans: Foresters manage and conserve forests and wildlife. 

Q.11: What are the primary responsibilities of farming professionals? 
Ans: Farming professionals prepare farms, grow crops, and raise animals for food and 

other products. 

Q.12: What do biotechnologists do? 
Ans: Biotechnologists use biological processes to develop products and technologies in 

medicine, agriculture, and more. 

Q.13: What do forensic scientists analyze? 
Ans: Forensic scientists analyze physical evidence from crime scenes in criminal 

investigations. 

Q.14: What major job does Veterinary Medicine involve? 
Ans: It involves the diagnosis and treatment of diseases in animals and performing 

surgeries on animals. 

Q.15: What does Bioinformatics involve? 
Ans: Bioinformatics involves the analysis of biological data using computational tools. 

MCQ’s 

1. What is the profession that deals with the diagnosis and treatment of 

diseases? 

A) Medicine and Surgery  B) Dentistry 

C) Pharmacology   D) Physiotherapy 

2. What degree is required to become a doctor? 

A) 4-year Bachelor of Medicine 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

3. What is the profession that specializes in oral health?   
A) Medicine and Surgery  B) Dentistry 

C) Pharmacology   D) Physiotherapy 
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4. What degree is required to become a pharmacist? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) Doctor of Pharmacy (D. Pharm) 

5. What is the therapy used to restore movement and physical function of the 

body? 

A) Physiotherapy   B) Pharmacology 

C) Medicine and Surgery  D) Dentistry 

6. What degree is required to become a physiotherapist? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Physical Therapy 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

7. Which field involves breeding and caring for livestock? 

A) Animal Husbandry B) Agriculture C) Horticulture D) Forestry 

8. What degree is required for a career in agriculture? 
A) 4-year BS degree in Agriculture 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

9. What is the profession that cultivates fruits, vegetables, flowers, and 

ornamental plants? 
A) Horticulture B) Agriculture C) Animal Husbandry D) Forestry 

10. What degree is required for a career in forestry? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Forestry 

11. What is the profession that uses biological processes to develop products and 

technologies? 
A) Dentistry B) Pharmacology C) Medicine and Surgery D) Biotechnology 

12. What degree is required for a career in biotechnology? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Biotechnology 

13. Which field involves managing and conserving forests and wildlife? 

A) Animal Husbandry   B) Agriculture 

C) Horticulture   D) Forestry 
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14. What is the profession that analyses physical evidence from crime scenes? 

A) Forensics B) Pharmacology C) Medicine and Surgery D) Dentistry 

15. What degree is required for a career in forensic science? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Forensic Science 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

16. Which field involves preparing farms for animals and crops? 

A) Farming  B) Agriculture  C) Animal Husbandry D) Horticulture 

17. What degree is required for a career in veterinary medicine? 

A) 4-year BS degree in Veterinary Medicine 

B) 5-year Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

C) 4-year Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

D) 4-year BS degree in Pharmacy 

18. Which field involves solving issues related to pollution and natural 

resources? 

A) Environmental Science  B) Agriculture 

C) Horticulture   D) Forestry 

19. What is the profession that provides support to people on genetic conditions 

and testing? 
A) Medicine and Surgery  B) Pharmacology 

C) Genetic Counselling  D) Dentistry 

20. Which field involves advising on proper dietary habits to promote health? 
A) Horticulture B) Agriculture C) Nutrition and Dietetics D) Forestry 

21. What is the profession that improves the health of communities through 

education, policy-making, and research? 
A) Medicine and Surgery  B) Pharmacology 

C) Public Health   D) Dentistry 

22. Which field involves designing and making medical equipment to improve 

patient care? 
A) Biomedical Engineering  B) Agriculture 

C) Horticulture   D) Forestry 

23. What is the profession that involves the analysis of biological data using 

computational tools? 
A) Bioinformatics B) Biotechnology C) Pharmacology D) Medicine and Surgery 

24. Which field involves the study of microorganisms to understand their  

impact? 

A) Microbiology B) Agriculture C) Horticulture D) Forestry 
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25. What is the profession that involves the diagnosis and treatment of diseases 

in animals? 
A) Veterinary Medicine  B) Pharmacology 

C) Medicine and Surgery  D) Dentistry 

Answers Key: 

1 A 2 B 3 B 4 A 5 A 

6 A 7 A 8 A 9 A 10 D 

11 D 12 D 13 D 14 A 15 A 

16 A 17 A 18 C 19 C 20 C 

21 A 22 A 23 A 24 A 25 A 

 

1.4 Quranic Instructions to Reveal the Study of Life 

Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Discuss the significance of water in the creation of life as mentioned in the 

Quran. 
Ans:  The Quran emphasizes the significance of water in the creation of life 

through several verses. For instance, the verse from Sura Al-Ambia states, "We 

made every living thing from water." This highlights the fundamental role of 

water as the origin and sustenance of all living organisms. Water is essential for 

various biological processes, including metabolism, digestion, and transport of 

nutrients and waste. The average water content in different organisms ranges 

between 60% to 90%, underscoring its importance in maintaining life. Water's 

unique properties, such as its ability to dissolve a wide range of substances and 

regulate temperature, make it an ideal medium for biochemical reactions. The 

Quran's reference to water as a divine blessing from Allah also conveys its value 

in sustaining life and supporting ecosystems. Additionally, the Quranic verses hint 

at the common origin of all living things in water, aligning with modern scientific 

understanding of the primordial role of water in the emergence of life on Earth. 

This insight encourages reflection on the interconnectedness of life and the 

importance of conserving water resources to ensure the well-being of all living 

beings. 

Q.2: Explain how the Quran describes the stages of human development. 
Ans:  The Quran provides a detailed account of the stages of human 

development in the verse from Sura Al-Mominoon: "Then fashioned We the drop 

a clot, then fashioned We the clot a little lump. Then fashioned We the little lump 

bones, then clothed the bones with flesh." This verse outlines the sequential 

process of human creation, starting from a drop (sperm) to a clot (zygote), which 

further develops into a lump (embryo). The embryo then forms bones, which are 

eventually covered with flesh (muscles and skin). These stages align with the 
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modern understanding of embryology, where a fertilized egg undergoes multiple 

stages of development before forming a fully developed fetus. The Quran's 

description encourages believers to reflect on the complexity and precision of 

human creation, recognizing it as a sign of Allah's wisdom and power. By 

pondering these stages, individuals can appreciate the intricate processes involved 

in the formation of life and the divine guidance underlying them. This 

understanding fosters a sense of awe and gratitude towards the Creator and 

underscores the importance of respecting and protecting human life. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 

Q.1: According to the Quran, from what were all living things created? 
Ans: All living things were created from water. 

Q.2: What is the average water content in different organisms? 
Ans: The average water content in different organisms ranges between 60% to 90%. 

Q.3: From what material did Allah create man, according to the Quran? 
Ans: Allah created man from clay like the potter. 

Q.4: What does the verse from Sura Al-Mominoon describe about the 

development of human beings? 
Ans: The verse describes the stages of human development from a drop to a clot, then 

to a lump, bones, and finally flesh covering the bones. 

Q.5: What does Sura Al-Nur explain about the origin of animals? 
Ans: Sura Al-Nur explains that Allah created every animal from water and describes 

their evolution into creatures that creep, walk on two legs, or walk on four legs. 

Q.6: How does the Quran hint at the common origin of all living things? 
Ans: The Quran hints at the common origin of all living things by stating that they 

were created from water. 

Q.7: What stages of human creation are mentioned in the Quran? 
Ans: The stages mentioned are: drop, clot, lump, bones, and flesh covering the bones. 

Q.8: What does the Quran suggest about the modification of animals? 
Ans: The Quran suggests that animals were created from water and evolved into 

different forms, such as those that creep, walk on two legs, or walk on four legs. 

MCQ’s 

1. According to the Quran, what is the origin of all living things? 

A) Earth B) Water  C) Air   D) Fire 

2. What is the average water content in different organisms, according to the 

Quran? 
A) 20-30% B) 40-50%  C) 60-90%  D) 100% 

3. Which Sura of the Quran mentions that Allah made man from clay like the 

potter? 

A) Al-Ambia B) Al-Rehman  C) Al-Mominoon D) Al-Nur 
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4. What is the process described in the Quran for the creation of human 

beings? 
A) From water to clay     B) From clay to water 

C) From drop to clot to lump to bones to flesh D) From earth to air 

5. According to the Quran, what is the common origin of all living things? 
A) Water B) Earth  C) Air   D) Fire 

6. Which verse of the Quran describes the development of animals, including 

human beings? 
A) Sura Al-Ambia, Verse 30  B) Sura Al-Rehman, Verse 14 

C) Sura Al-Mominoon, Verse 14 D) Sura Al-Nur, Verse 45 

7. What is the Quranic description of the creation of early life? 

A) From earth to water  B) From water to earth 

C) From water to fishes  D) From fishes to animals 

8. According to the Quran, what is the ultimate power behind creation? 

A) Human beings B) Animals C) Allah  D) Nature 

9. Which Sura of the Quran mentions that Allah creates what He pleases? 

A) Al-Ambia B) Al-Rehman  C) Al-Mominoon D) Al-Nur 

10. What is the Quranic message about the diversity of creation? 

A) All living things are the same B) All living things are different 

C) Allah creates what He pleases D) Human beings are the ultimate power 

Answers Key: 

1 B 2 C 3 B 4 C 5 A 

6 C 7 C 8 C 9 D 10 C 

 

1.5 Science as a collaborative Field 
Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.2: Discuss the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in climate change 

research. 
Ans:  Climate change is a complex and multifaceted issue that impacts various 

aspects of the environment, society, and economy. Addressing climate change 

requires collaboration among multiple disciplines to develop a comprehensive 

understanding and effective solutions. Atmospheric scientists study the 

composition and behavior of the Earth's atmosphere, providing crucial data on 

greenhouse gas concentrations and climate patterns. Ecologists investigate the 

effects of climate change on ecosystems and biodiversity, helping to identify 

vulnerable species and habitats. Economists analyze the financial implications of 

climate change, including the costs of mitigation and adaptation strategies. 

Sociologists examine the social and cultural impacts of climate change, such as 

displacement of communities and changes in lifestyle. By integrating knowledge 
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from these diverse fields, researchers can develop holistic approaches to mitigate 

climate change and adapt to its effects. For example, interdisciplinary 

collaboration can lead to the development of sustainable energy sources, 

improved agricultural practices, and policies that promote environmental 

conservation. Additionally, collaborative efforts enable the creation of predictive 

models that inform policymakers and stakeholders, guiding them in making 

informed decisions. Overall, interdisciplinary collaboration in climate change 

research is essential for addressing this global challenge and ensuring a 

sustainable future for all. 

Q.2: Explain the role of interdisciplinary collaboration in the Human Genome 

Project and its significance. 
Ans:  The Human Genome Project (HGP) is a prime example of the power of 

interdisciplinary collaboration in scientific research. Launched in 1990 and 

completed in 2003, the HGP aimed to sequence and map the entire human 

genome, identifying all the genes present in human DNA. This ambitious project 

required the combined efforts of experts from various fields, including molecular 

biology, genetics, informatics, and computer science. Molecular biologists and 

geneticists provided insights into the structure and function of DNA, while 

informatics specialists developed algorithms and computational tools to analyze 

the vast amount of genetic data. Computer scientists contributed by creating 

databases and software for storing, processing, and visualizing the genomic 

information. The collaboration among these diverse disciplines enabled the 

successful completion of the HGP, which has had a profound impact on science 

and medicine. The project's findings have advanced our understanding of human 

genetics, leading to the discovery of genes associated with various diseases and 

conditions. This knowledge has paved the way for personalized medicine, where 

treatments are tailored to an individual's genetic profile. Furthermore, the HGP 

has facilitated the development of new diagnostic tools, therapies, and preventive 

measures. The project's success also highlights the importance of data sharing and 

open access in scientific research, fostering global collaboration and innovation. 

The Human Genome Project exemplifies how interdisciplinary collaboration can 

drive scientific breakthroughs and improve human health and well-being. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 

Q.1: What is the benefit of interdisciplinary collaboration in science? 
Ans: Interdisciplinary collaboration allows researchers to tackle problems more 

efficiently by leveraging the strengths and expertise of each discipline, leading to 

quicker and sustainable solutions. 

Q.2: What was the goal of the Human Genome Project? 
Ans: The goal of the Human Genome Project was to sequence and map the entire 

human genome. 
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Q.3: When was the Human Genome Project completed? 
Ans: The Human Genome Project was completed in 2003. 

Q.4: Which disciplines were involved in the Human Genome Project? 
Ans: Disciplines involved included molecular biology, genetics, informatics, and 

computer science. 

Q.5: Why is climate change research interdisciplinary? 
Ans: Climate change research requires collaboration among disciplines such as 

atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology to understand and 

address its multifaceted impacts. 

Q.6: Which professionals are involved in cancer research? 
Ans: Cancer research involves oncologists, biologists, biochemists, geneticists, 

pharmacologists, and statisticians. 

Q.7: What are some fields involved in the development of robotics and AI? 
Ans: The development of robotics and AI involves computer science, engineering, 

mathematics, neuroscience, and psychology. 

Q.8: How do NASA and the International Space Station (ISS) utilize 

interdisciplinary collaboration? 
Ans: NASA and the ISS involve scientists from various fields, including astrophysics, 

planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine, to investigate the cosmos. 

Q.9: What are some advancements resulting from collaboration in robotics and 

AI? 
Ans: Advancements include robotic systems, autonomous vehicles, machine learning, 

and natural language processing. 

Q.10: Why is interdisciplinary collaboration important in medical research? 
Ans: Interdisciplinary collaboration in medical research brings together diverse 

expertise to tackle complex health issues, leading to more comprehensive and 

effective solutions. 

MCQ’s 

1. What is science considered as? 

A) A competitive field  B) A collaborative field 

C) A theoretical field   D) A practical field 

2. Why do researchers from various disciplines work together? 

A) To solve simple problems  B) To solve complex problems 

C) To conduct individual research D) To compete with each other 

3. What is an example of interdisciplinary collaboration in science? 

A) Human Genome Project  B) Climate Change Research 

C) Medical Research   D) All of the above 

4. What was the goal of the Human Genome Project? 

A) To sequence and map the entire human genome 

B) To study climate change 

C) To conduct medical research D) To explore space 
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5. Which disciplines were involved in the Human Genome Project? 

A) Molecular biology, genetics, informatics, and computer science 

B) Atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology 

C) Oncology, biology, biochemistry, genetics, pharmacology, and statistics 

D) Astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine 

6. Why is climate change research considered interdisciplinary? 
A) It involves only one discipline    B) It involves many disciplines 

C) It involves only theoretical research D) It involves only practical research 

7. Which disciplines are involved in climate change research? 
A) Atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology 

B) Molecular biology, genetics, informatics, and computer science 

C) Oncology, biology, biochemistry, genetics, pharmacology, and statistics 

D) Astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine 

8. What is an example of interdisciplinary collaboration in medical research? 

A) Cancer research   B) Climate change research 

C) Human Genome Project  D) Space exploration 

9. Which disciplines are involved in cancer research? 

A) Oncology, biology, biochemistry, genetics, pharmacology, and statistics 

B) Atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology 

C) Molecular biology, genetics, informatics, and computer science 

D) Astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine 

10. What is the field of robotics and artificial intelligence (AI) considered as? 

A) Highly interdisciplinary  B) Highly competitive 

C) Highly theoretical   D) Highly practical 

11. Which disciplines are involved in the field of robotics and AI? 

A) Computer science, engineering, mathematics, neuroscience, and psychology 

B) Atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology 

C) Oncology, biology, biochemistry, genetics, pharmacology, and statistics 

D) Astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine 

12. What is an example of interdisciplinary collaboration in space exploration? 

A) NASA and the International Space Station (ISS) 

B) Human Genome Project 

C) Climate change research   D) Medical research 

13. Which disciplines are involved in space exploration? 

A) Astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, biology, and medicine 

B) Atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology 

C) Oncology, biology, biochemistry, genetics, pharmacology, and statistics 

D) Computer science, engineering, mathematics, neuroscience, and psychology 

14. What is the benefit of interdisciplinary collaboration in science? 

A) Quicker and sustainable solutions 
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B) Slower and less sustainable solutions 

C) Individual research    D) Competitive research 

15. Why is interdisciplinary collaboration important in science? 

A) To solve simple problems   B) To solve complex problems 

C) To conduct individual research  D) To compete with each other 

Answers Key: 

1 B 2 B 3 D 4 A 5 a 

6 B 7 A 8 A 9 A 10 A 

11 A 12 A 13 A 14 A 15 B 

 

1.6 Scientific Method  / 1.7 Theory and Law 
1.8 Malaria- An Example of Biological Method 

Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Explain the steps involved in the scientific method and their significance. 
Ans:  The scientific method is a structured approach used by scientists to 

conduct research and solve problems. The first step is the Recognition of a 

scientific problem, where a specific issue or phenomenon is identified for 

investigation. This is followed by Observations, where scientists use their senses 

and review previous research to gather information about the problem. 

Observations can be qualitative or quantitative, with quantitative observations 

being more accurate as they can be measured and recorded numerically. Based on 

the observations, scientists formulate a Hypothesis, a proposed statement to 

answer the problem. A good hypothesis matches available observations, can be 

tested, and has a way to be disproven. Next, scientists develop Deductions, logical 

results derived from the hypothesis, often in "if-then" statements. These 

deductions guide the design of Experiments, which are conducted to test the 

hypotheses. In experiments, an experimental group is subjected to the variable 

being tested, while a control group is not. Results are gathered from experiments 

and analyzed using statistical methods and graphs. Scientists publish their 

findings in scientific journals, books, and presentations, sharing their results with 

the scientific community. The scientific method ensures a systematic and 

objective approach to research, allowing scientists to build on existing knowledge, 

validate hypotheses, and develop new theories and laws. 

Q.2: Discuss the process of how a hypothesis becomes a theory and eventually a 

law in science. 
Ans:  In science, a hypothesis is a proposed statement formulated to answer a 

specific problem based on observations. It serves as a tentative explanation that 

can be tested through experiments. When a hypothesis is repeatedly validated by 
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experiments and supported by extensive evidence, it evolves into a theory. A 

theory is a well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world, 

built on a foundation of facts and observations. For example, the theory of 

evolution explains how species change over time through natural selection, 

supported by a vast amount of evidence from various scientific disciplines. 

Scientists continue to test and refine theories through ongoing research and 

experiments. If a theory consistently withstands rigorous testing and is repeatedly 

validated without being disproven, it can become a law or principle. A scientific 

law is a statement that describes a uniform or constant fact of nature. For instance, 

Mendel's laws of inheritance describe how traits are passed from parents to 

offspring. Laws are generally accepted as true and universally applicable. The 

process of transforming a hypothesis into a theory and eventually a law 

exemplifies the iterative and cumulative nature of scientific inquiry. It highlights 

the importance of evidence, experimentation, and peer review in advancing 

scientific knowledge and understanding. 

Q.3: Describe the role of observations and experiments in solving the problem of 

malaria. 
Ans:  Observations and experiments played a crucial role in solving the problem 

of malaria. Initially, observations were made about the disease, including its 

association with marshy areas and the effectiveness of quinine as a treatment. A 

French army physician, Laveran, observed microorganisms in the blood of 

malarial patients, leading to the hypothesis that Plasmodium is the cause of 

malaria. Biologists then developed a deduction: if Plasmodium is the cause, it 

should be present in the blood of all malarial patients. To test this hypothesis, they 

conducted experiments examining blood samples from 100 malarial patients and 

100 healthy persons. The presence of Plasmodium in most malarial patients' blood 

confirmed the hypothesis. Further observations by A. F. A. King suggested that 

mosquitoes might transmit malaria. The hypothesis that mosquitoes transmit 

Plasmodium was tested by Ronald Ross, who allowed mosquitoes to bite infected 

sparrows and found Plasmodium in the mosquitoes and in healthy sparrows bitten 

by these mosquitoes. These experiments proved that mosquitoes are involved in 

the spread of malaria. The combination of careful observations and systematic 

experiments allowed scientists to identify the cause and mode of transmission of 

malaria, leading to effective control measures and treatments. 

Q.4: Explain the importance of control groups in scientific experiments using the 

example of photosynthesis. 
Ans:  Control groups are essential in scientific experiments as they provide a 

baseline for comparison, ensuring that the effects observed are due to the variable 

being tested. In the example of testing the necessity of carbon dioxide for 

photosynthesis, two similar plants are arranged: one as the experimental group 

and the other as the control group. The experimental group is not provided with 
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carbon dioxide, while the control group is provided with it. By comparing the 

results, scientists can determine whether carbon dioxide is necessary for 

photosynthesis. If photosynthesis occurs in the control group but not in the 

experimental group, it confirms that carbon dioxide is essential for the process. 

Control groups help eliminate alternative explanations and increase the reliability 

and validity of the experimental results. They allow scientists to isolate the effect 

of the independent variable and draw accurate conclusions. Without control 

groups, it would be challenging to determine the true cause of the observed 

effects, leading to potential errors in the interpretation of results. The use of 

control groups is a fundamental aspect of the scientific method, ensuring that 

experiments are conducted systematically and objectively. 

Q.5: Discuss the role of statistical analyses and graphs in summarizing scientific 

results. 
Ans:  Statistical analyses and graphs play a vital role in summarizing and 

interpreting scientific results. Statistical analyses involve the application of 

mathematical techniques to data collected from experiments, helping scientists 

identify patterns, relationships, and significance. These analyses provide a 

quantitative basis for evaluating hypotheses and drawing conclusions. For 

example, scientists can use statistical tests to determine whether the differences 

observed between experimental and control groups are statistically significant or 

due to random chance. Graphs, on the other hand, provide a visual representation 

of the data, making it easier to understand and interpret complex information. 

Common types of graphs used in scientific research include bar graphs, line 

graphs, scatter plots, and histograms. Graphs help to illustrate trends, compare 

groups, and highlight key findings. They also enhance the clarity and accessibility 

of scientific reports and presentations. By using statistical analyses and graphs, 

scientists can effectively communicate their results to the scientific community 

and the public, facilitating a better understanding of the research findings. These 

tools are essential for ensuring transparency, reproducibility, and accuracy in 

scientific research. 

Q.6: Explain how the scientific method can be applied to other fields of study 

beyond biology. 
Ans:  The scientific method is a versatile and systematic approach that can be 

applied to various fields of study beyond biology. It provides a structured process 

for investigating phenomena, acquiring new knowledge, and correcting previous 

understandings. Here's how it can be applied to different fields: 

1. Medicine: 
 In medicine, the scientific method is used to identify the causes of diseases, 

develop new treatments, and improve patient care. For example, medical 

researchers may observe a correlation between a particular lifestyle and a health 

condition. They formulate a hypothesis, conduct experiments through clinical 
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trials, collect data, and analyze the results to determine the effectiveness and 

safety of new medications or interventions. 

2. Environmental Science: 
 Environmental scientists use the scientific method to study and address issues 

such as pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss. They start by recognizing 

environmental problems, such as the decline of a specific species. They make 

observations, develop hypotheses, and conduct field experiments to test the 

impact of various factors. The results help in formulating strategies for 

conservation and sustainable resource management. 

3. Psychology: 
 In psychology, researchers use the scientific method to understand human 

behavior and mental processes. For example, a psychologist may hypothesize that 

a specific therapy technique is effective in reducing anxiety. They design 

controlled experiments, collect quantitative and qualitative data, and analyze the 

outcomes to validate or refute the hypothesis. The findings contribute to evidence-

based practices in mental health care. 

4. Economics: 
 Economists apply the scientific method to analyze market trends, consumer 

behavior, and economic policies. They start with an economic problem, such as 

the impact of a new tax policy on consumer spending. They gather data, develop 

models, and test hypotheses using statistical tools. The results provide insights 

into economic dynamics and inform policy decisions. 

5. Engineering: 
 Engineers use the scientific method to design and test new technologies and solve 

practical problems. For example, an engineer might hypothesize that a new 

material will improve the efficiency of a solar panel. They conduct experiments to 

test the material's properties, collect data, and analyze the results to determine its 

viability for commercial use. This process leads to innovations in technology and 

infrastructure. 

6. Social Sciences: 
 Social scientists, such as sociologists and anthropologists, use the scientific 

method to study human societies and cultures. They observe social phenomena, 

develop hypotheses, and use various research methods, such as surveys and case 

studies, to gather data. The analysis of the data helps in understanding social 

structures, behaviors, and cultural practices, contributing to theories and policies 

that address social issues. 

The scientific method's application across these fields ensures a rigorous and 

evidence-based approach to research and problem-solving. It fosters 

interdisciplinary collaboration, enabling researchers to draw on diverse expertise 

and perspectives to address complex challenges. By following the scientific 
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method, scientists and researchers can achieve reliable, replicable, and objective 

results, advancing knowledge and improving the quality of life in various domains. 

Short Answer Questions (SAQs) 
Q.1: What are the steps involved in the scientific method? 
Ans: The steps are: Recognition of a scientific problem, Observation, Hypothesis, 

Deduction, Experiments, and Results. 

Q.2: What is the first step of the scientific method? 
Ans: The first step is the Recognition of a scientific problem. 

Q.3: What is a hypothesis? 
Ans: A hypothesis is a proposed statement to answer a problem, based on observations, 

that can be tested through experiments. 

Q.4: What are qualitative observations? 
Ans: Qualitative observations involve observations that cannot be measured with 

numbers, such as color and texture. 

Q.5: What are quantitative observations? 
Ans: Quantitative observations involve measurements or numerical data that can be 

expressed in terms of quantity, such as the number of birds in a tree. 

Q.6: Why are quantitative observations more accurate than qualitative 

observations? 
Ans: Quantitative observations are more accurate because they are invariable, 

measurable, and can be recorded in terms of numbers. 

Q.7: What are deductions in the scientific method? 
Ans: Deductions are logical results derived from hypotheses, often in the form of "if-

then" statements. 

Q.8: What is the purpose of experiments in the scientific method? 
Ans: Experiments are performed to test hypotheses and determine which are correct. 

Q.9: What is the difference between an experimental group and a control group? 
Ans: An experimental group is subjected to the variable being tested, while a control 

group is not, serving as a baseline for comparison. 

Q.10: How do scientists summarize their results? 
Ans: Scientists use statistical analyses, graphs, and create scientific reports to 

summarize their results. 

Q.11: What is the difference between a theory and a law? 
Ans: A theory is a hypothesis supported by extensive evidence and repeatedly  

validated, while a law is a uniform or constant fact of nature proven by 

experiments. 

Q.12: What was the main hypothesis regarding the cause of malaria? 
Ans: The main hypothesis was that Plasmodium is the cause of malaria. 
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Q.13: How did Ronald Ross prove the hypothesis about the transmission of 

malaria? 
Ans: Ronald Ross allowed mosquitoes to bite infected sparrows, then found 

Plasmodium in the mosquitoes and in healthy sparrows bitten by these 

mosquitoes. 

Q.14: What role did observations play in forming hypotheses about malaria? 
Ans: Observations helped identify patterns and possible causes, leading to the 

formulation of testable hypotheses. 

Q15: What type of mosquito was involved in the spread of malaria according to 

Ronald Ross's experiments? 
Ans: The female Anopheles mosquito was involved in the spread of malaria. 

Q.16: What were some key observations made by A. F. A. King about malaria? 
Ans: Key observations included higher malaria rates among people who slept outdoors 

or without mosquito nets, and lower rates among those who slept near smoky 

fires. 

Q.17: Why is the scientific method important in biological research? 
Ans: The scientific method provides a structured approach to investigating scientific 

problems, ensuring accurate and reliable results. 

Q.18: What did biologists conclude from the experiments with 100 malarial 

patients and 100 healthy persons? 
Ans: Biologists concluded that Plasmodium is the cause of malaria, as it was found in 

the blood of most malarial patients but not in healthy persons. 

Q.19: What is an example of a biological law mentioned in the text? 
Ans: An example of a biological law is Mendel's laws of inheritance. 

Q.20: How did the Human Genome Project utilize the scientific method? 
Ans: The Human Genome Project used the scientific method by recognizing the 

problem of mapping the human genome, making observations, forming 

hypotheses, conducting experiments, and analyzing results to achieve its goal. 

MCQ’s 

1. What is the first step in the scientific method? 

A) Observation   B) Hypothesis 

C) Recognition of a problem  D) Experiment 

2. What is the purpose of making observations in the scientific method? 

A) To prove a hypothesis  B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To gather information about a problem D) To conduct an experiment 

3. What is a hypothesis in the scientific method? 

A) A proven fact   B) A tentative explanation for a problem 

C) A question about a problem D) A statement that cannot be tested 
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4. What is the purpose of deduction in the scientific method? 

A) To prove a hypothesis 

B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To make a logical conclusion based on a hypothesis 

D) To conduct an experiment 

5. What is an experiment in the scientific method? 

A) A test of a hypothesis  B) A statement that cannot be tested 

C) A proven fact   D) A question about a problem 

6. What is the purpose of results in the scientific method? 

A) To prove a hypothesis  B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To summarize the findings of an experiment 

D) To conduct another experiment 

7. What is a theory in science? 

A) A proven fact 

B) A tentative explanation for a problem 

C) A well-substantiated explanation for a set of phenomena 

D) A statement that cannot be tested 

8. What is a law or principle in science? 

A) A proven fact       B) A tentative explanation for a problem 

C) A uniform or constant fact of nature D) A statement that cannot be tested 

9. What is the biological method? 

A) A step-by-step process for solving biological problems 

B) A way of thinking about biological problems 

C) A set of principles for understanding biological phenomena 

D) A technique for conducting biological experiments 

10. What is the first step in the biological method? 

A) Observation        B) Hypothesis 

C) Recognition of a biological problem  D) Experiment 

11. What is malaria? 

A) A viral disease   B) A bacterial disease 

C) A disease caused by a protozoan parasite 

D) A disease caused by a fungus 

12. What is the cause of malaria? 

A) A virus      B) A bacterium 

C) A protozoan parasite called Plasmodium  D) A fungus 

13. How is malaria transmitted? 

A) Through contaminated water 

B) Through contaminated food 

C) Through the bite of an infected mosquito 

D) Through direct contact with an infected person 
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14. What is the role of mosquitoes in the transmission of malaria? 

A) They are the causative agent of malaria 

B) They are the vector that transmits the causative agent of malaria 

C) They are the host that harbors the causative agent of malaria 

D) They are not involved in the transmission of malaria 

15. Who discovered the role of mosquitoes in the transmission of malaria? 

A) Ronald Ross B) A. F. A. King C) Laveran  D) Italian biologists 

16. What was the hypothesis of Ronald Ross about the transmission of malaria? 

A) That mosquitoes transmit the causative agent of malaria 

B) That contaminated water transmits the causative agent of malaria 

C) That contaminated food transmits the causative agent of malaria 

D) That direct contact with an infected person transmits the causative agent of 

malaria 

17. What was the deduction of Ronald Ross based on his hypothesis? 

A) That mosquitoes do not transmit the causative agent of malaria 

B) That mosquitoes transmit the causative agent of malaria 

C) That contaminated water transmits the causative agent of malaria 

D) That contaminated food transmits the causative agent of malaria 

18. What was the experiment of Ronald Ross to test his hypothesis? 

A) He allowed infected mosquitoes to bite healthy sparrows 

B) He allowed healthy mosquitoes to bite infected sparrows 

C) He allowed infected mosquitoes to bite healthy humans 

D) He allowed healthy mosquitoes to bite infected humans 

19. What was the result of Ronald Ross's experiment? 

A) The healthy sparrows did not get malaria 

B) The healthy sparrows got malaria 

C) The infected sparrows did not get malaria 

D) The infected sparrows got malaria 

20. What was the conclusion of Ronald Ross based on his experiment? 

A) That mosquitoes do not transmit the causative agent of malaria 

B) That mosquitoes transmit the causative agent of malaria 

C) That contaminated water transmits the causative agent of malaria 

D) That contaminated food transmits the causative agent of malaria 

21. Who performed experiments on human beings to confirm that mosquitoes 

transmit malaria? 
A) Ronald Ross B) A. F. A. King C) Laveran  D) Italian biologists 

22. Who performed experiments on human beings to test the hypothesis that 

mosquitoes transmit malaria? 
A) Ronald Ross B) A. F. A. King C) Laveran  D) Italian biologists 
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23. What was the result of the experiments performed by Italian biologists? 
A) The healthy person did not get malaria 

B) The healthy person got malaria 

C) The infected person did not get malaria 

D) The infected person got malaria 

24. What is the scientific method? 
A) A step-by-step process for solving scientific problems 

B) A way of thinking about scientific problems 

C) A set of principles for understanding scientific phenomena 

D) A technique for conducting scientific experiments 

25. What is the purpose of the scientific method? 
A) To prove a hypothesis  

B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To develop a well-substantiated explanation for a set of phenomena 

D) To conduct experiments 

26. What is a biological problem? 
A) A question about a biological phenomenon 

B) A statement that cannot be tested 

C) A proven fact    

D) A tentative explanation for a biological phenomenon 

27. What is the first step in solving a biological problem? 
A) Observation        B) Hypothesis 

C) Recognition of a biological problem  D) Experiment 

28. What is the role of observation in the scientific method? 
A) To prove a hypothesis          B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To gather information about a problem  D) To conduct an experiment 

29. What is the role of hypothesis in the scientific method? 
A) To prove a fact    B) To disprove a fact 

C) To provide a tentative explanation for a problem 

D) To conduct an experiment 

30. What is the role of experiment in the scientific method? 
A) To prove a hypothesis   B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To test a hypothesis   D) To conduct another experiment 

31. What is the role of results in the scientific method? 

A) To prove a hypothesis   B) To disprove a hypothesis 

C) To summarize the findings of an experiment 

D) To conduct another experiment 

32. What is a theory in science? 
A) A proven fact  B) A tentative explanation for a problem 

C) A well-substantiated explanation for a set of phenomena 

D) A statement that cannot be tested 
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33. What is a law or principle in science? 
A) A proven fact 

B) A tentative explanation for a problem 

C) A uniform or constant fact of nature 

D) A statement that cannot be tested 

34. What is the biological method? 
A) A step-by-step process for solving biological problems 

B) A way of thinking about biological problems 

C) A set of principles for understanding biological phenomena 

D) A technique for conducting biological experiments 

35. What is the importance of the scientific method in biology? 
A) It provides a systematic approach to solving biological problems 

B) It provides a way of thinking about biological problems 

C) It provides a set of principles for understanding biological phenomena 

D) It provides a technique for conducting biological experiments 

Answers Key: 

1 C 2 C 3 B 4 C 5 A 

6 C 7 C 8 C 9 A 10 C 

11 C 12 C 13 C 14 B 15 A 

16 A 17 B 18 A 19 B 20 B 

21 D 22 D 23 B 24 A 25 C 

26 A 27 C 28 C 29 C 30 C 

31 C 32 C 33 C 34 A 35 A 

 

Solved Exercise 

MCQ’s 

1. Which branch of Biology focuses on the study of the structure and function 

of cells? 
(A) Cytology (B) Microbiology (C) Histology  (D) Ecology 

2. The study of the processes of heredity and variation in living organisms is 

known as: 
(A) Ecology (B) Genetics  (C) Anatomy  (D) Embryology 

3. Insulin made through bacteria is an example of the technique of: 

(A) Parasitology (B) Biotechnology (C) Biochemistry (D) Histology 

4  Heart pumps blood, stomach digests food, and kidneys excrete wastes. The 

statement comes from. 
(A) Physiology (B) Anatomy  (C) Morphology (D) Histology 



Stars Notes – 9
th

  (Biology)                     Ch#1 (The Science of Biology) 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.starspublications.com 

5. Which branch of Biology involves the study of the classification of 

organisms? 
(A) Taxonomy (B) Physiology (C) Palaeontology (D) Biogeography 

6. Which step comes between making hypothesis and doing experiments? 
(A) Making deductions  (B) Making observations 

(C) Summarizing results  (D) Analysing data 

7. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the scientific method?  
(A) It relies on evidence  (B) It involves formulating hypotheses 

(C) Hypothesis will always be correct (D) It requires rigorous testing 

8. Choose the correct sequence of steps of scientific method? 
(A) Observations - hypothesis - deduction - experiments 

(B) Observations - hypothesis - law – theory  

(C) Hypothesis – observations – deduction - experiments 

(D) law – theory - deduction – observations 

9. People who slept near smoky fire had less chance to suffer from 

malaria.Why? 
(A) Smoke kills Plasmodium in their blood 

(B) Fire increases temperature and Plasmodium are killed in air 

(C) Mosquitoes cannot tolerate smoke and are repelled 

(D) Smoke kills Plasmodium present in mosquitoes 

10. Experiments are very important in scientific method because a researcher. 
(A) Always gets correct results   

(B) Disproves many hypotheses and gets some hypotheses proved 

(C) Is sure that he will prove the hypotheses 

(D) Gets a chance to work in the laboratory 

Answers Key: 

1 A 2 B 3 B 4 A 5 A 

6 A 7 C 8 A 9 C 10 B 
 

Short Answer Questions 
Q.1: Define the following branches of Biology: 
Ans: Genetics: Genetics is the branch of Biology that deals with the study of the 

transfer of characteristics from parents to offspring, including the causes of 

genetic disorders and the development of better plant and animal varieties. 

Anatomy: Anatomy is the branch of Biology that explores the internal physical 

structure of organisms, particularly humans, aiding in disease diagnosis, medical 

device development, and improving quality of life. 

Palaeontology: Palaeontology is the branch of Biology that deals with the study 

of fossils to understand the evolutionary history of organisms, providing insights 

into ancient life forms and their development over time. 
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Marine Biology: Marine Biology is the branch of Biology that deals with the 

study of life in oceans, understanding ocean biodiversity, discovering new 

species, and addressing marine conservation issues. 

Pathology: Pathology is the study of diseases, their causes, and effects, helping in 

disease diagnosis, prevention, and treatment by studying how diseases develop 

and progress. 

Q.2: Which branch of Biology involves the study of the development of organisms 

from fertilization to birth or hatching? 
Ans: Embryology is the branch of Biology that involves the study of the process of 

development of organisms from fertilization to birth or hatching. 

Q.3: How is the profession of medicine and surgery different from animal 

husbandry? 
Ans: The profession of medicine and surgery focuses on the diagnosis and treatment 

of diseases in humans, including repairing, replacing, or removing defective body 

parts, typically requiring a 5-year MBBS degree. In contrast, animal husbandry 

involves breeding and caring for livestock to improve their quality and 

productivity, often requiring a 4-year BS degree in Animal Husbandry. 

Q.4: Differentiate between Morphology and Physiology: 
Ans: Morphology is the study of the form and structure of organisms, including their 

outward appearance and internal structures. It focuses on the shapes, sizes, and 

patterns of organisms. Physiology, on the other hand, deals with the functioning 

of body parts and processes, such as how the blood circulatory system transports 

vital substances throughout the body. 

Q.5: What is Computational Biology? 
Ans: Computational Biology is the interdisciplinary field that uses mathematical 

models, algorithms, and computer simulations to understand biological systems 

and relationships. It involves analyzing biological data, such as sequences of 

amino acids in proteins, to gain insights into the structure and function of 

biological molecules and processes. 

Q.6: What is the role of observation and experimentation in the scientific method? 
Ans: Observation is the process of gathering data and information using the five 

senses or tools, and studying previous research on related problems. Observations 

can be qualitative (descriptive) or quantitative (measurable). Experimentation 

involves testing hypotheses by conducting controlled experiments, where the 

experimental group is subjected to the variable being tested and the control group 

is not. The results from experiments help scientists determine whether the 

hypotheses are correct, leading to conclusions and furthering scientific 

knowledge. 
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Long Answer Questions (LAQs) 

Q.1: Link the study of Biology with that of Physics, Chemistry, Statistics, 

Geography, Economics and Computer Science. 
Ans:  Physics: Biology and Physics intersect in fields such as biophysics, where 

principles of physics are applied to understand biological processes. For example, 

the study of muscle contractions involves understanding the physics of motion 

and leverage. Similarly, the principles of thermodynamics are used to understand 

energy transfer in metabolic processes. 

Chemistry: Biology heavily relies on Chemistry, particularly in biochemistry, 

where the structure and reactions of chemical substances in living organisms are 

studied. Photosynthesis, respiration, and DNA replication are examples of 

biological processes that are explained through chemical reactions and molecular 

interactions. 

Statistics: Statistics plays a crucial role in Biology through biostatistics, which 

involves analyzing and interpreting biological data. It is essential for designing 

experiments, analyzing genetic data, understanding population dynamics, and 

making inferences about biological phenomena. 

Geography: Biogeography, the study of the distribution of living organisms 

across geographical regions, links Biology with Geography. Understanding the 

impact of climate change on species distribution and ecosystem dynamics requires 

knowledge of geographical patterns and processes. 

Economics: Bio-economics combines Biology and Economics to study the 

economic impact of biological processes and organisms. This includes calculating 

the cost and profit of biological projects like crop production, fisheries 

management, and conservation efforts. 

Computer Science: Computational Biology and bioinformatics involve using 

mathematical models, algorithms, and computer simulations to analyze biological 

data. This interdisciplinary field helps in understanding complex biological 

systems, genome sequencing, and protein structure prediction. 

Q.2: Explain how the study of Biology can lead to different professional studies. 
Ans:  The study of Biology provides a foundation for various professional fields 

by offering insights into life processes, health, and the environment. After 

completing their education in Biology, students can pursue careers in Medicine 

and Surgery, involving diagnosis and treatment of diseases, requiring an MBBS 

degree. Dentistry focuses on oral health, requiring a BDS degree. Pharmacology 

involves studying drug effects and developing new medications, requiring a 

degree in Pharmacy. Physiotherapy focuses on restoring movement and physical 

function, requiring a degree in Physical Therapy. Fields like Fisheries and 

Wildlife, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Horticulture, and Forestry involve the 

management and conservation of natural resources, requiring relevant degrees. 
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Biotechnology combines Biology with technology to develop products and 

processes in medicine and agriculture. Forensic Science applies biological 

knowledge to criminal investigations. Other fields include Veterinary Medicine, 

Environmental Science, Microbiology, Genetic Counselling, Nutrition and 

Dietetics, Public Health, Biomedical Engineering, and Bioinformatics. Each of 

these fields builds on the principles of Biology and applies them to specialized 

areas, contributing to advancements in healthcare, agriculture, environmental 

management, and technology. 

Q.3: Science is a collaborative field in which scientists work together to share 

knowledge. Prove this statement by giving examples. 
Ans:  The collaborative nature of science is evident in many interdisciplinary 

projects: 

Human Genome Project: This monumental project involved researchers from 

molecular biology, genetics, informatics, and computer science working together 

to sequence and map the entire human genome, completed in 2003. It 

demonstrated how collaboration across disciplines can achieve significant 

scientific milestones. 

Climate Change Research: Addressing climate change requires input from 

atmospheric science, ecology, economics, and sociology. Researchers from these 

fields collaborate to understand the impacts of climate change and develop 

mitigation and adaptation strategies. 

Medical Research: Cancer research exemplifies interdisciplinary collaboration, 

involving oncologists, biologists, biochemists, geneticists, pharmacologists, and 

statisticians. These professionals work together to understand cancer mechanisms, 

develop treatments, and conduct clinical trials. 

Robotics and Artificial Intelligence (AI): The development of advanced robotic 

systems and AI involves computer scientists, engineers, mathematicians, 

neuroscientists, and psychologists. Their collective efforts have led to significant 

advancements in autonomous vehicles, machine learning, and natural language 

processing. 

Space Exploration: Organizations like NASA and the International Space 

Station (ISS) involve scientists from astrophysics, planetary science, engineering, 

biology, and medicine. This collaboration enables comprehensive exploration and 

research of the cosmos. These examples highlight how scientists from different 

fields come together to solve complex problems, share knowledge, and drive 

innovation. 

Q.4: How a hypothesis is converted to theory, law and principle? 
Ans:  A hypothesis is a proposed statement formulated to answer a specific 

scientific problem based on observations. It serves as a tentative explanation that 

can be tested through experiments. When a hypothesis is repeatedly validated by 

experiments and supported by extensive evidence, it evolves into a theory. A 
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theory is a well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world, 

built on a foundation of facts and observations. For example, the theory of 

evolution explains how species change over time through natural selection. 

Scientists continue to test and refine theories through ongoing research and 

experiments. If a theory consistently withstands rigorous testing and is repeatedly 

validated without being disproven, it can become a law or principle. A scientific 

law is a statement that describes a uniform or constant fact of nature. For instance, 

Mendel's laws of inheritance describe how traits are passed from parents to 

offspring. Laws are generally accepted as true and universally applicable. The 

process of transforming a hypothesis into a theory and eventually a law 

exemplifies the iterative and cumulative nature of scientific inquiry, highlighting 

the importance of evidence, experimentation, and peer review in advancing 

scientific knowledge. 

Q.5: What are the basic steps a scientist adopts in order to solve a scientific 

problem? 
Ans:  The basic steps a scientist adopts in order to solve a scientific problem are: 

Recognition of a Problem: Identifying and defining a specific scientific issue or 

phenomenon to investigate. 

Observation: Gathering data and information using the five senses or tools, and 

studying previous research on related problems. Observations can be qualitative 

(descriptive) or quantitative (measurable). 

Hypothesis: Formulating a proposed statement to answer the problem based on 

observations. A hypothesis must be testable and have a way to be disproven. 

Deduction: Developing logical results from the hypothesis, often in the form of 

"if-then" statements, to guide experimental design. 

Experiments: Conducting controlled experiments to test the hypothesis. An 

experimental group is subjected to the variable being tested, while a control group 

is not. 

Results: Analyzing data from experiments using statistical methods and graphs, 

summarizing findings, and sharing them through scientific reports, publications, 

and presentations. This structured approach ensures a systematic and objective 

investigation, leading to reliable and reproducible results. 

Q.6: Describe the work of different scientists in discovering the cause of malaria. 
Ans:  The discovery of the cause of malaria involved contributions from 

multiple scientists: 

Ans:  Laveran (1878): A French army physician who first identified 

Plasmodium in the blood of malarial patients, linking the microorganism to the 

disease. 

A. F. A. King (1883): Listed observations that suggested mosquitoes might 

transmit malaria, such as higher malaria rates among people who slept outdoors or 

without mosquito nets. 
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Ronald Ross (1890s): A British army physician who conducted experiments in 

India, allowing mosquitoes to bite infected sparrows and finding Plasmodium in 

the mosquitoes. He later showed that infected mosquitoes could transmit malaria 

to healthy sparrows, proving that mosquitoes are involved in the spread of 

malaria. 

These contributions, based on careful observations and systematic experiments, 

led to the understanding that Plasmodium is the cause of malaria and that 

mosquitoes are vectors for its transmission. 

Q.7: Write a descriptive note on the experiments performed by Ross. 
Ans:  Ronald Ross, a British army physician working in India in the 1890s, 

conducted pivotal experiments to prove the hypothesis that mosquitoes transmit 

malaria. Ross allowed female Anopheles mosquitoes to bite malarial patients, 

then examined the mosquitoes and found Plasmodium multiplying in their 

stomachs. He wanted to further test the hypothesis by allowing an infected 

mosquito to bite a healthy person, but instead, he used sparrows for ethical 

reasons. He allowed female Culex mosquitoes to bite a malarial sparrow, then 

studied the mosquitoes at different times and found Plasmodium multiplying in 

their stomach walls and moving into their salivary glands. Ross then allowed 

infected mosquitoes to bite healthy sparrows and found that these sparrows 

developed malaria, with Plasmodium present in their blood. These experiments 

conclusively proved that mosquitoes transmit Plasmodium and are involved in the 

spread of malaria. Ross's work laid the foundation for understanding the 

transmission of malaria and led to effective control measures, significantly 

impacting public health. 

Inquisitive Questions 

Q.1: Why is it important to classify biology into different branches such as 

botany, zoology, and microbiology? How does specialization benefit scientific 

research? 

Ans:  Classifying biology into different branches such as botany, zoology, and 

microbiology is important for several reasons: 

1. Organized Knowledge: 
Classification allows for the systematic organization of biological knowledge. By 

dividing biology into specialized fields, scientists can categorize and study the 

vast diversity of life more effectively. 

2. Focused Study: 
Specialization enables researchers to focus on specific areas of biology, allowing 

for a deeper and more detailed understanding of particular aspects of life. For 

example, botanists can concentrate on plant biology, studying plant structure, 

growth, and reproduction, while zoologists can focus on animal behavior, 

physiology, and diversity. 
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3. Efficient Research: 
Specialized fields allow scientists to develop expertise in a particular area, leading 

to more efficient and accurate research. Experts in a field can build on existing 

knowledge, design targeted experiments, and develop specialized techniques and 

tools. 

4. Interdisciplinary Collaboration: 
Specialization facilitates collaboration among scientists from different fields. For 

instance, microbiologists studying microorganisms can work with biochemists to 

understand microbial metabolism, or with geneticists to explore microbial 

genetics. This interdisciplinary approach leads to comprehensive and innovative 

solutions to complex biological problems. 

5. Practical Applications: 
Specialized knowledge is essential for practical applications in medicine, 

agriculture, environmental management, and biotechnology. For example, 

advancements in medical research often rely on specialized fields such as 

genetics, pharmacology, and immunology. 

6. Educational Benefits: 
Specialization in education allows students to pursue their interests and develop 

expertise in specific areas of biology. This prepares them for careers in research, 

healthcare, environmental conservation, and other fields. 

Overall, specialization in biology enhances scientific research by allowing 

for a more organized, focused, and collaborative approach to studying the 

complexity of life. 

Q.2: How can a scientist apply the scientific method to confirm an observation 

that a certain plant species grows more quickly in shady places than in direct 

sunlight? 

Ans:  To confirm the observation that a certain plant species grows more quickly 

in shady places than in direct sunlight, a scientist can apply the scientific method 

as follows: 

1. Recognition of a Problem: 
The scientist identifies the problem: "Why does the plant species grow more 

quickly in shady places than in direct sunlight?" 

2. Observation: 
The scientist makes observations about the plant species in different 

environments, noting the differences in growth rates between plants in shady 

places and those in direct sunlight. The scientist may also review previous 

research on plant growth and light conditions. 

3. Hypothesis: 
Based on the observations, the scientist formulates a hypothesis: "The plant 

species grows more quickly in shady places due to lower light intensity, which 

reduces stress and prevents damage to the plant." 
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4. Deduction: 
The scientist develops a deduction from the hypothesis: "If the plant species 

grows more quickly in shady places due to lower light intensity, then plants 

grown in partial shade should show similar growth rates to those in full shade, 

while plants in direct sunlight should grow more slowly." 

5. Experiments: 
The scientist designs and conducts controlled experiments. They set up three 

groups of plants: one group in full shade (experimental group 1), one group in 

partial shade (experimental group 2), and one group in direct sunlight (control 

group). All other conditions, such as soil, water, and temperature, are kept 

constant. 

The scientist measures and records the growth rates of the plants in each 

group over a specified period. 

6. Results: 
The scientist analyzes the data using statistical methods to compare the growth 

rates of the three groups. Graphs and charts may be used to visualize the 

differences. 

If the hypothesis is correct, the results should show that plants in full 

shade and partial shade grow more quickly than those in direct sunlight. 

7. Conclusion: 
The scientist draws conclusions based on the results. If the data supports the 

hypothesis, it can be concluded that lower light intensity in shady places promotes 

faster growth in the plant species. 

The findings are published in scientific journals, and the experiment can be 

replicated by other researchers to validate the results. 

By following these steps, the scientist can systematically investigate and confirm 

the observation using the scientific method. 


